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William (Bill) Marler
An accomplished attorney and national expert in food safety, William (Bill) Marler has become the most prominent
foodborne illness lawyer in America and a major force in food policy in the U.S. and around the world . Marler Clark, The
Food Safety Law Firm, has represented thousands of individuals in claims against food companies whose contaminated
products have caused life altering injury and even death.
He began litigating foodborne illness cases in 1993. For the last 25 years, he has represented victims of nearly every large
foodborne illness outbreak in the United States. The 2011 book, Poisoned: The True Story of the Deadly E. coli Outbreak
that Changed the Way Americans Eat, by best-selling author Jeff Benedict, chronicles the Jack in the Box outbreak and the
rise of Bill Marler as a food safety attorney.
Bill travels widely and frequently to speak to food industry groups, fair associations, and public health groups about the
litigation of claims resulting from outbreaks of pathogenic bacteria and viruses and the issues surrounding it. He gives
frequent donations to industry groups for the promotion of improved food safety, and has established numerous collegiate
science scholarships across the nation.
In 2010 Bill was awarded the NSF Food Safety Leadership Award for Education and in 2008 earned the Outstanding Lawyer
Award by the King County Bar Association. He has also received the Public Justice Award from the Washington State Trial
Lawyers Association.
Bill graduated from the Seattle University School of Law in 1987, and in 1998 was the Law School’s “Lawyer in
Residence.” In 2011 he was given Seattle University’s Professional Achievement Award. He is a former board member of
the Washington State Trial Lawyers, a member of the board of directors of Bainbridge Youth Services, former President of
the Governor-appointed Board of Regents at Washington State University.

